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NTARlO, the Keystone County, is wedged in between Durham and Victoria on the east, York and Simcoe on the west, and 
rock-ribbed Muskoka on the north, while its southern shores are washed by Lake Ontario. 

This county was first visited by white men in the month of August two hundred and eighty-nine years ago (1615). 
Champlain, the French governor and explorer, accompanied by Caron arid other Recollect missionaries at that time, as¬ 
cended the Ottawa river, crossed to Lake Nipissing, descended the French river to Georgian Bay. Coasting along this 
he reached the Severn river and thence through Lake Couchiching he came to the countrythe Huron Indians. He agreed 
to join them in an attack on the Iroquois, south-west of Oswego, in New York State. Passing through Lake Simcoe to the 
Talbot river, which separates Mara and Thorah townships, he reached Balsam Lake, thence down tdfe waters of the Trent to 
Lake Ontario. Afterwards communication with Lake Huron was made through Whitby and Reach townships ancf through the Rouge river 
in Pickering township to the Holland river and Lake Simcoe. Through this latter route another expedition of French and Indians passed 
from Lake Huron to Niagara under instructions from the French Commandant at Quebec to avoid Fort Rouille, now Toronto, by taking 
this route. 

The first school in the Province was established at Frenchman’s Bay, in Pickering, in 1609-1670, by Fenelon and Trouve, Sulpician 
missionaries, who wintered there and gathered the Indians into a school. In 1778 Ontario county formed part of the District of Nassau. 
In 1798 it became part of the Home District, the first Registry office for which was at Niagara. 

The first white settler was Benjamin Wilson, who settled in E ist Whitby, east of Oshawa harbor, in 1778. Some of his descendants 
are still living in the county. 

The first “Town meeting for chusing the Town offisors and other Regulators for the Towns of Whitby and Pickering” was held in 
1801. The first meeting for the like purpose for the Township of Pickering alone was held in 1811. In these days there were County 
Lieutenants who had power to appoint Justices of the Peace aud Militia Officers. In 1804 the County Lieutenant for York County was 
the Honorable David Wm. Smith, who in some way acquired the title to a great many parcels of land in the County. In 1851 this County 
was united to York and Peel for judicial and municipal purposes. On the 14th of March, 1852, the Governor General’s proclamation form¬ 
ing the Provisional County of Ontario was issued, and Whitby named as the County Town. On the 3rd of May, 1852, the Reeves and 
Deputies met in the brick school house at Port Whitbv, and organized the provisional County. Afterwards the meetings until the final 
separation from York and Peel were held in the Free Church, now the residence of James Shaw, Whitby. The proclamation dissolving the 
union of the Counties and erecting Ontario into an independent county was issuetLDecember 30th, 1853. 

The County was organized in January, 1854, with nine minor municipalities, represented by nine reeves and four deputy reeves. 
There are now seventeen minor municipalities and two Police Villages in the County. In 1891 they were represented by 17 reeves and 18 
deputies. Now under the County Councils Act the minor municipalities are grouped mto 7 divisions and represented by 14 members. 
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The Township of Georgina, lying to the north of Scott township, was a part of the Provisional county, but in 1853 it was by the Act 
16 Vic., cap. 96, transferred from the County of Ontario to the County of York. 

The population of the County in 1854 was about 30,000. In 1861 it was 41,565. In 1871 it was 45,180. In 1903 it was estimated 
at 38,921, but is actually much larger. 

The Town of Whitby waa organized as a separate municipality in January, 1855. 

The Township of Scugog Vas separated from Reach in June, 1855, and organized as a separate municipality in January, 1856. The 
first white settler in this Township was a*nan named Graxton. It contains an Indian reservation of 800 acres on which a small tribe of 
Mississaga Indians still resides. * 

The Township of East Whitby was separated from the Township of Whitby and organized as a separate municipality in January, 
1858. The first settler was Benjamin Wilson, above named. 

Rama township was separated from Mara and organized as a separate municipality in January 1869. The earliest settlers were 
Captain Allan McPherson, of the Sicilian Regiment, and Captains Garnet, Pass, Rooke, Coppinger and Mr. John McKinnon. It contains 
a reservation occupied by Chippewa Indians. 

The Village of Port Perry was detached from Reach June 9th, 1871. Organized as a separate municipality in January, 1872. 

The Village of Uxbridge was detached from Uxbridge Township June, 1872. Organized as a separate municipality January, 1873. 
It was incorporated as a town in 1883. 

The Village of Cannington was detached from the Township of Brock in June, 1878. Organized as a separate municipality in 
January, 1879. 

The Village of Beaverton was detached from the Township of Thorah in June, 1884, and organized as a separate municipality in 
January, 1885. The first settlers were Donald Calder and Kenneth Cameron. 

The first settler in the township of Brock was James Reekie. The date October 10th, 1818. In June, 1900, the Village of Sunder* 
land, in the Township of Brock, was erected into a Police Village. 

The first settler in the Township of Reach was Reuben Crandell. The date May, 1821. 

The Township of Pickering was formerly called Edinburgh. The first settler was a man named William Peak, who settled there 
before 1801. On the day of June, 1900, the former Village of Canton, on Duffins’ Creek, was erected into a Police Village. 

The first settler in the Township of Uxbridge was Dr. Beswick in the year 1806. 

The first settler in the Township of Scott was Evan Jones, a Welshman. Date of settlement, 1830. 

The first settlers in the Township of Thorah were-White and a British officer, Ensign Turner. 








The first settler in the Township of Mara, was Patrick Corrigan, 1823. The second settler, Arthur Kelly, took up his location in 
1827, and died at the age of 106. 

The County of Ontario has three towns. Whitby, Oshawa and Uxbridge. 

W T hitby is the County Town. Here are located the County buildings including the Court House, Gaol and Registry Office, the 
County of Ontario House of Refuge and Industrial farm, the Armory of the 34bh Regimqjit, arid one of the Government Experimental 
Fruit Farms. It is an educational centre with three well equipped public schools, an efficient Roman Catholic Separate School, and one 
of the Ontario County Model Schools. The Whitby Collegiate Institute was established as a Gramn^ir School in 1849, and has during its 
long history held a foremost place among the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes of the Province 

The Ontario Ladies’ College was established in 1874 in Trafalgar Castle, the former residence of Sheriff N. G. Reynolds. Two very 
extensive additions, involving a large expenditure, and aggregating with the original outlay upwards of a quarter of a million dollars, have 
since been made. It is so well equipped and has such a numerous and able staff of instructors that it has attracted pupils from all parts 
of the Dominion and the United States. 

The Town of Oshawa has been appropriately called the Manchester of Canada. It has a number of the largest manufacturing es¬ 
tablishments for pianos, carriages, malleable iron work, and woollen goods in the Dominion, besides many smaller but prosperous indus¬ 
tries. It has an excellent High School and three well graded public schools, and Bishop Bothune Ladies’ College. The latter occupies 
Ellsmere Hall, the handsome residence of the late Hon. T. N. Gibbs. There is also a Convent school in connection with the Roman Catho¬ 
lic church. 

The Town of Uxbridge has several important milling and manufacturing establishments. It is one of the best market towns in the 
Province. It has an excellent High and a well graded Public school. 

Port Perry, Cannington and Beaverton are thriving villages. The former has an excellent High School and Public Schools, and is 
the seat of one of the Model Schools of the County. The successful co-education College of the Friends is located at Pickering. 

The County of Ontario was well timbered. The energy of its lumbermen in former years supplied a large amount of timber and 
lumber for the Province and for export to Great Britain and the United States. It was formerly one of the best grain growing counties in 
the Province and next to Brampton, Prince Albert was the largest grain market in the Province. The pioneer in progressive agriculture, 
the County of Ontario from the first has been noted for the energy and skill of its importers and breeders of live stock, and now holds a first 
place in the Province in this respect, having regard to its area. It also holds a leading position amongst the fruit raising counties. 

The past history of the County of Ontario, as well as its present condition and prospects for the future, amply prove the wisdom 
shown in the selection of its motto, “ Peace, Plenty , Progress ” 
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-irg- W. Dry den, Registrar 


J. E. Farewell, K.C., Clerk 


J. F. Paxton, Sheriff 


Donald McKay, Treasurer 



h. T. Barclay, Registrar Surrogate Court 


His Honor Judge MeCrimmon G. Y. Smith, Judge Surrogate Court 

Judical and County Officers 


His Honor Judgo McIntyre 















County Keoistry Office, Whitby 




































Residence of Mr. Arthur Johnston, Greenwood 



“ Thistle Ha’,” residence of Mr. John Miller. Brougham 


























Lieut. Col. Farewell and Officers of the 34th Regiment 












Presbytejuan Churuii, Ohhawa 





























Ontario Ladies’ Cot/leoe, Whitby 































































Residence of Mr. J. H. Downey, Whitby 



Brock Street South, Whitby, at time of the Queen’s Jubilee 




















Residence of Judge Smith, Whitby 


Residence of His Honor Judge McIntyre, Whitby 










































Queen Street West, Port Perry 
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Exsign Turner 5 s House 

The second house built in the township of Thorah 


Presbyterian Church, Utica 
The third church building erected in Reach township 






























Brock Street North, Whitby, during the Queen’s Jubilee 





















New Station, Whitby Junction 






























W. H. Thomas’ Residence, Oshawa 
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Mavlk Spade,” residence oe Hon. John Dhyden 




















































Kouuje Hills and Bridge 



Looking South on Diffjn’s Ckkuk, Piukuliing 




























































































Residence of Mr. L. T. Barclay, Whitby 









































Whitby Collegiate Institute 





















































Ritual BbaIttv—view on 7th Concession, Whitby' 
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St. John's (Anclh ax) Church, Port Whitby 
















Vikw of Heydknshore Park, New Power House, Harbor, etc?., Whitby 

Tilt- engraver, in enlarging the photo, i *. i : : the s •-no 











Pickering Public School 



Armory of the 34th Regiment, Whitby 

















All Saints Cituitcii, Whitby 



















Cameron Street, Canninuton, 40 years a<;o 
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Town Hall, Whitby 











































Residence of Mr. w. G. Walters, Whitby 


Idylwild,” Whitby, Residence of Mr F. Howard Annes 






























The James House 

The oldest house in Uxbridge Township 


Gamble Barn, Uxbridge 



Quaker Church 

1st church built in Uxbridge Township, still in use 




St. George’s Church, Oshawa 

































Residence of Mr. James Rutleixse, Whitby 
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Sito at pioseut time 
























Mks. Christ ik, ackd Ob 
Mother of County Councillor Peter Christie 

































Domini in Hank and Watson’s Block, Brock Street, \\t 


Metcalf Street Methodist Church, Oshawa 







































Residence of Mr. J as. Shaw, Whitby 

The meeting place of the County Council from May, 1852, until January, 1854 



The Lynde House, Whitby 
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;iO miles east of Toronto, on the main line of the Grand Trunk, is one of the most desirable 
9 places to be found in Ontario for permanent residence, and is a most delightful spot in 


which to spend a summer outing. 

The town has a municipal water and electric light service, with lighting available all night. The Bell 
Telephone Company gives a 24 hour a day service. There are excellent public schools, a Collegiate Institute 
which ranks amongst the best in the Province, and the Ontario Ladies’ College, known all over America, is 
also located here. 

There is no crowding in this town. All the houses have abundance of yard room, and Jesse Collings’ 
ideal of ‘‘three acres and a cow ” can be easily realized by any who so desires. Because there are such wide 
air spaces, and because of the elevated situation and peculiar geological formation, no town is freer of con¬ 
tagious disease, indeed not a single case of typhoid has ever originated within our borders. 

In natural and acquired beauty few places possess greater attractions. There are orchards and gardens 
everywhere. From any one of a dozen elevations the eye can take in the sweep of Lake Ontario on the one 
side and on the other the rich meadow lands, fruitful orchards, and the tree-clad slopes of the ridges to the 


north. 

For motoring or driving, better facilities cannot be had in America. North, east and west are perfect 



















































Bird’s Eye View of a Portion of Whitby 


roads, and each gentle hill crowned by the way opens a fresh vista of beauty. How much is ottered in this 
way will be made clearer from the illustrations in the main body of the booklet, which was prepared primar¬ 
ily as a souvenir of the 50th anniversary of the formation of the County of which Whitby is the municipal 
capital. Claremont, Port Perry on Lake Scugog, and Pickering are all within easy driving distance, and any 
one of these points can be reached within an hour by auto. Farm residences similar to that of the Hon. John 
Dryden, and views such as that in the illustration ot‘ Rouge Hills and the seventh concession, Whitby, may 
be had on any of these runs. , 

The lake on which the town fronts affords perfect facilities for boating, bathing and fishing, and in the 
immediate neighborhood are excellent trout streams that will prove a delight to disciples of Isaac Walton. 
Permanent residents can secure at exceedingly moderate prices excellent homes already built, or admirable 
sites on which to build. For summer visitors there is a choice between hotels and private houses. 

Whitby’s present t» ansportation facilities are good, and more extended facilities are in view Four 
Grand Trunk trains make daily connection each way with Toronto. The York Radial will give an electric 
service to the city in the near future, and the C.P.R. last winter surveyed a route for its new line to Montreal 
through the centre of the town. 

In brief, Whitby offers all the conveniences of city life coupled with the open air and freedom of the 
country, and it is within an hour’s ride by rail of the Provincial metropolis, and only three hours from 
Niagara Falls. To this little city of homes we extend you a cordial welcome. 

Further information will be gladly supplied on request to— 

A W. JACKSON, Mayor. 

Whitby, Ontario, June, 1907. 
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